AAB31

CAPSULE SUMMARY

Lewis Cottage
1307 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

c. 1900
Private Residence

The Lewis Cottage is one of several houses in the historically black

town of Highland Beach that has been considerably altered and modernized.
The plan and original design of the house are important elements in the
documentation of African-American material culture. It exists significantly
as an example of the quality and value of design and planning in the
development of this community.
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The Lewis House is a large two storey gable roofed cottage.

It has a modernized enclosed porch on the northern and eastern
views. The house has been expanded since the original construction
and The mixture of turn-of-the-century and modern improvements

can be identified on the structure.

Highland Beach, Maryland is a summer resort community that is
approximately ten miles sough of Annapolis on the Chesapeake Bay.
The Lewis Coftage is located on a block that is bounded by
Douglass Avenue on the north Wilders Avenue on the east, the
Corporate Limits of Hjghland Beach on the south and Walnut Drive
to the west. The topography supports dense vegetation and the
lots are generally defined by large frees, shrubs, and other
flowering plants.

Most of the original architectural detail of the Lewis Cottage
has been obscured by the present modern facade. The house
exhibits a mixture of aluminum siding, asphalt shingles, wooden
lattice work, and a cement pier foundation. Dormers have been
recessed into the slope of the gable roofs and have been freated
with complimentary finishes and fenestration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Highland Beech, Maryland is a historic black Town that was

founded by the son of Frederick Douglass. The town was conceived
by Haley R. Douglass in the late nineteenth century to be a resort
community for prominent blacks. Hlghland Beach is a unique
existing reminder of town planning and architectural history as it
relates to vernacular and high style design as exhibited by black
people. Most of the architecture in Highland Beach is located on
the original sites and building expansions were performed within

a ten to fifteen year time frame. This provides us with a concise

history of design, space planning, and architecture in a homogeneous,

extant community.

All of the cofttages that were constructed prior to 1930 are
important elements related to town planning and design. It is
important that these houses retain their originality in fTerms of
plan design, lot orientation,
aesthetics in order to preserve the concept of space and the
dynamics of community development in this historic black town.
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interior decoration, and architectural
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Please see Highland Beach Settlement survey form.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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AA 831 Lewis House

1307 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland
General View

Fern Eisner, Photographer
March, 1982



